Then Dame Prudence, when she saw the goodwill
of her husband, deliberated and took advice of her-
self how she might bring this whole matter to a good
end. And when she saw her time, she sent for these
adversaries to come to her privately; and truly
showed them the great good to be gained from peace
and the great harms and dangers that are in war;
and told them in a gracious manner that they ought
to be repentant for the injury and wrong they had
done to Melibee, her lord, and to herself, and to her
daughter.
And when they heard the gracious words of Dame
Prudence they were so taken by surprise and so rav-
ished with delight of her, that it was wonderful to
tell. "Ah, lady," they said, "you have showed us the
'blessings of sweetness' in the words of David the
prophet; for the reconciliation we are in no way
worthy of, though we ought but in the greater con-
trition and humility to ask it—this, of your goodness,
you have offered to us. Now see we well that the wis-
dom and knowledge of Solomon are true indeed, for
he says that sweet words multiply and increase
friends and cause villains to become courteous and
humble.
"Certainly," said they, "we will put our actions and
all our matter and cause wholly in your good keep-
ing; and we stand ready to obey the word and com-
mand of Lord Melibee. Therefore, dear and benign
lady, we pray and beseech you, as humbly as we can,
that it shall please you, in your great goodness, to
fulfill your goodly words in deeds; for we consider
and acknowledge that we have offended and grieved
Lord Melibee beyond measure; so far indeed that it
lies not within our power to make him any amends.
Therefore we obligate and bind ourselves and our
friends to do whatsoever he commands. But per-
chance he has for us such a heaviness of wrath, what
of our offense, that he will impose upon us so great
a pain of punishment that we shall not be able to
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